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INTRODUCTION. 


\ S there can hardly be a matter of great- 


er utility to the public of any nation, 


£ A than its comparing with its own the 
opinion of other countries, eſpecially on any 
points relative to its internal adminiſtration of 
Juſtice ; the Ys. letter, on a topic, which 
has taken up ſo much of the public attention, 
from a very ingenious gentleman, to a coun- 
tryman of his, appeared to me ſo well meant, 
ſo diſpaſſionate, ſo full of candor, and juſt rea- 
ſonings, that I imagined the publication of it 
could not but meet with a favourable reception, 
Nor is it at all ſurpriſing, that an event, 
which has made fo great a noiſe in this nation, 
ſhould be taken notice of in others, to whom, 
it is not eaſy to decide, whether the indignation 
of our public, at any injury offered to humble 
innocence, by any ſubject, an indignation al- 
ways very juſtly the greater, in proportion to 
the rank, or opulence of the delinquent, muſt 
appear to deſerye moſt admiration, or its amaz 
ng credulity moſt compaſſiag. 
It cannot yet be out of the memory of man, 
that a magiſtrate of the city was groſsly inſulted, 
dead dogs and cats thrown at him, his election 
thwarted, nay, his private life cruelly raked in- 
to, and an imaginary murder laid to his charge, 
and all this, on no earthly provocation, but that 
of a moſt falſe and violent prejudice againſt him 
by the mob, for a moſt. virtuous and humane 
1 . 3 


. 


9 _— 
* 4 


action. He had, agreeably to the moft ſacred 
rinciple; that he, who does not interpoſe to 


fave the life of an innocent man, knowihg, or 


believing, him to be ſo, is an accomplice to 


| the murder of him; he had, I. ſay, exerted 


himſelf to prevent the execution of a poor mi- 
ſerable human creature, condemned to die on 
the horrid, blood-thirſty perjury. of that re- 


morſeleſs wretch, Elizabeth Canning, who had 
ſwore to a manifeſtly proved impoſſibility. - | 
This monſter of wickedneſs had, it ſeems, 


had the art to impoſe on many worthy 7 


who had eſpouſed her part, from a real regard 
for virtue, and out of a tender compaſſion for 


her imaginary wrongs. But nothing could have 
carried her through ſuch a heap of ſtaring ab- 


ſurdities and contradictions, but the relation in 
which ſhe ftood to a body of pretended rehg1- 


ous diſſenters, ſome of whom made a com- 
mon cauſe of it, for her being one of 


their flock, and ſucceeded in erecting a crea- 


ture, who, as a vile impoſtor, ought, ' at the 


leaſt, to have been whipped at the cart's tail, in- 
to a prodigy of virtue, and a martyr of chaſtity. 
Their combination and practices had even in- 
ſpired ſuch a rage of blind prejudice into the 


mob, that the miniſters of juſtice, and the at- 
tendants on its courts, were ſhamefully inſulted 
by it. Truth indeed, at length, and but with 
great difficulty, prevailed: And yet ſuch was. 


the aſtoniſhing obſtinacy of ſome bigotted to 
their error, and cheriſhed in it by her abettors, 


that they accuſed, without ſo much as the ſha- 


dow of a proof, or of reaſon, the juſtice of their 
country, as bribed or partial, for the condemna- 
tion of a perjury proved on her as clear as the 
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ſan, and collected no inconſiderable ſum for her 
tranſportation in triumph. 

Such is the force of a torrent of vulgar pre- 
judice, the more dangerous for its being almoſt 
always founded on a good intention, and in 
virtue of that at once the ſtronger, and the 
more liable to be made the tool of artful, or de- 
ſigning perſons, as many a man has, in this na- 
tion eſpecially, experienced, to the hazard, and 
even to the loſs of liberty, fortune, character. 
and life itſelf, 

It was againſt this popular rage, that: a Lord 
Chief Juſtice in the laſt century de the fol- 
lowing ſenſible obſervation. 5 

5 If once our courts of juſtice come to be. 
<« awed or ſwayed by vulgar noiſe, and if judges 
“ and juries ſhould manage themſelves ſo, as 

<« would beſt comply with the humour of the 
„ times, it is falſely ſaid, that men are #ried 
“ for their lives and fortunes: They live by 
« chance, and enjoy what they have, as the 
15 1 blows, ** with the dame; en 
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O non mi maraviglio . appena en- 
titoſi coſtà il caſo di * B—, reer 
tato in quell aſpetto in cui ogni uomo di 
ſenno lo vede qui, ſi bene ſcatenati contro 
7 leggi di queſto . 8 


5 Stupiſco bent che un par . abbia 
potuto si facilmente laſciark ſtraſcinare nell' 
errore univerſale. Compatiſco la moltitudine, 
ma non iſcuſo voi. O- viaggiato molto, d 
veduto molte nazioni, ed ò oſſervato che per 
tutto ſi corre precipitoſamente a riguardar 
con orrore qualunque paeſe, nel quale ſi 
ſenta eſſere accaduto qualche grande incon- 
veniente; perche la moltitudine non può ve- 
dere che bene ſpeſſo non ſi avrebbe potuto 
evitare quel tale inconveniente ſenza aprirſi 
la ſtrada a inconvenienti maggiori in nu- 
mero e in qualitd. GT E Cato a pochi; 
E | ma 
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ſooner was the caſt of Lord B reported 


in which every one of common ſenſe fees it here, 
it ſhould provoke ſome exclamations againſt the 
But what I confeſs hurts me, is, to find that 
one of your ſenſe ſnould let himſelf be carried 
away with the general error of blaming thoſe 
laws: I pity the multitude, but I cannot encuſe 
you. I have travelled much; I have ſeen ma- 
ny nations, and have obſerved that every whers 
the generality of mankind are too raſſ in their 
deciſions: Where ſome great inconvenience has 
happened to ariſe from the laws of a country, 
' thoſe laws are immediately condemned, the mul 
titude never ſtanding to conſider, that very often 
that inconvenience could not have been avoĩded 
without opening the door to inconveniences 
ſtill greater in number and quality. This dif- 
cernment is given but to a few, and happily. 
| 7 85 you 


on your fide of the water, in the true light 


* = ” 8 * 1 - CER a - 8 

— * 3 as pr wy n EY Sy — * 8 b _ 

r r 9 
1 


„ 


* 
7 * . 


6 * 
of _ 


A  R_e 2 


1 2 1 


ma voi ſiete pure in queſto piccol numero! 


Son d netorde* Cb voi = dire e nel ſentire 


al vivo che il caſo di quel povero ſignore e vera- 


mente degno di pieta, e non deſidero meno di 
voi che ſia ſempre ſeveramente punita la ſcelle- 
ratezza di coloro, che per un vile intereſſe 


maſcherato col fanatiſmo macchinano” contro la 


vita e la reputazione di chiccheſſia, 


M'allontano perd dai voi quando * Ts Che 
< leggt crudeli! Barbaro paeſe!ꝰ 
Supponete per un momento che Mylord 


B— foſſe reo di quanto e ſtato accuſato, non 


ſarebbe ottima coſa che il popolo fi foſſe 


moſſo per impedir che fuggiſſe la pena do- 
vuta a un s enorme delitto? Conſiderate un 


o quale oſtacolo ai delitti ſia il non aver 
biſogno di sbirri per mettere un reo nelle mani 
della giuſtizia. Non credete voi che molti 
bricconi ſien raffrenati dall eſſer certi, che 


al grido di qualſivoglia bambinello perſone 


dogni rango e condizione gli ſalterebbero ad- 


doſſo? Voi non mi negherete che la ſperanza 


della fuga e del perdono incoraggiſca i delitti. 


ö - Dovete dunque lodare e ammirare queſta gene- 


rale ſpregiudicatezza in un' intera nazione, per 
cui ognuno ſi crede obbligato a perſeguitare un 
reo ancorche foſſe ſtato ſuo amico un minuto 
prima ch ei commetteſſe il delitto, e volgere 1 


voſtri. lamenti contro quella maſſima imbevuta 
col latte fra noi, che ſia vergogna ed infamia 


 Paiurare 1 — della ee 0 il far le loro 
Mt ogy e ge veci 


1 


vou are of that ſmall number, which makes 
you the more inexcuſable. 1 
1 agree intirely with you, in ſaying na feel- 
ing that the .caſe of that ' unfortunate Lord 
is truly deſerving of compaſſion; nor do I wiſh 
leſs than you, that the villainy of whoſoever 
does, for the ſake of a ſordid intereſt, coloured 
over by fanaticiſm, lay ſchemes againſt the life 
and character of another, my meet with con- 
* puniſhment. | 
But then I differ from you, en you 
cry out, Ty 0 cruel laws ! oO. barbarous. nn” 
why” FS 4 
Let us Nas He an inltant, chat Lore "SY 
was really guilty of what he is accuſed of, would 
it not have been a laudable zeal in the people to 
beſtir themſelves in order to prevent his eſcaping 
the puniſhment due to ſo enormous a crime? 
| Conſider how much erimes are prevented b 
there being hardly any need of officers of the 
peace to put a delinquent into the hands of 
Juſtice! Don't you think that it muſt be a check 
to many villains, to be ſure that at the cry of 
a child perſons of all ranks and conditions 
would fall upon them? You cannot deny, that 
the hope of an eſcape, or pardon, does en- 
courage crimes. Tou ought then to applaud, 
and admire that unprejudiced general ſpirit 
in a nation, 'by which every one thinks him- 
ſelf obliged to purſue a delinquent, even 
though he were his friend the minute be- 
fore he committed the crime. Better turn your 
reproaches againſt that maxim, which, in our 
earlieſt years, we imbibe in our own country, 
that it is a ſhame, and an infamy, to aſſiſt the 
officers of Juſtice, or to do their office in putting 
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J 
veci per mettere un reo in poter delle leggi, e 
al contrario coſa lodevole il facilitargli la fuga, 

e il tacer delle verità e il dir delle pietoſe bugie 
per aiutarlo ad eluderle, quando foſſe in potere 
delle medeſime. Si può dare generoſità pid 
vana, e pid pernicioſa compaſſione?? 


Ma voi dite che nel caſo di Mylord B, tutto 
il mondo vede la furfanteria dell' attentato, e pe- 


. ro inveite contro la ſollevazion del popolo uni- 


% toſi (vol dite) per trucidarlo, perchè una ba- 
e roncella aveva giurato il roveſcio di quel che 
e aveva detto pochi minuti avanti a uno dei 
<« primi giudici del regno, e perche quattro fur- 


4 fanti gridavan, Crucifige, crucifige.” 


Bel bello; non correte tanto preſto, per- 
che altrimenti cadrete voi ſteſſo in quell er- 


| Tore, del quale pretendete d'accuſare il popolo 


Ingleſe. Quel che la ragazza aveva detto al 
giudice era noto a pochi, e di quei pochi neſſu-· 
no probabilmente fa nel tumulto a riferva di quei 


guaſtro furfanti, che avranno potuto avere le loro 


vedute; ed è certo che tutti gli altri erano in- 
gannati, e credevano di fare un' opera merito- 
ria nel procurar di mettere il ſuppoſto reo nelle 

mani della giuſtizia. Quanto all eſſerſi uniti 
per trucidarlo è intieramente falſo; il 3 
Ingleſe non ammazza; © veduto molte ſolleva- 
zioni, e contro perſone molto più odioſe al pub- 


blico di quel che paſſa eſſere chi fa un' ingiuria 


a un particolare, e neſſuno & mai ſtato ammaz- 


. Nel 


| $$ 
an offender into the hands of the law, and on 
the contrary, that it is praiſe-worthy to facili- 
tate his eſcape, to ſuppreſs teſtimonies of the 
truth againſt him, and even to depoſe com- 
Paſſionate falſities, that may help him to elude 
the laws when in their power. Can there be a 
generoſity more vain, or a more pernicious 
ity ? OS | et: 
2 You ſay, that in the caſe of Lord B—, eve- 
ry one ſees the baſeneſs of the conſpiracy 
againſt him, and thence you inveigh againſt the 
_ riſing of the people, whom you repreſent 
“ as joining to murder him; becauſe a vile 
creature {wore the contrary of what but 
«© a few minutes before ſhe had depofed be- 
« fore one of the firſt judges in the Ta" 
and three or four intereſted” incendiaries 
ec cried out, Hang him! hang him!” ? 
But hold, my good friend, do not go on quite 
ſo faſt, or you may chance to fall into the ſame 
error as that of which you mean to accuſe the peo 
ple of England. What the young woman had told 
the Lord Chief Juſtice was known but to a few, 
and of thoſe few, probably none mixed with the 
mob, except the. three or four incendiaries,” 
who might have their views: And certain it is 
that all the others were deceived, and believed 


they were doing a meritorious action, in ende: 


vouring to put the ſuppoſed offender into the 
hands of juſtice. As to their joining to murder 
him,” it is entirely falſe. The Engliſh mobs are far 
from being ſanguinary ;. they never kill. 'I have 
ſeen many riſings, and againſt perſons much more 
. odious to the public, than any one can be that 
does only an injury to a private individual, and 
yet no one was killed in them. - 
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Nel als di Mylord 8 4 poi ſiate pur 


certo che neppur quei che gridavano (come 


dite) Crucifige, crucifige, lo volevan morto; an- 


21 io fon di parere che ſe qualcheduno aveſſe 


tentato di ucciderlo, quei medeſimi ſotto pre- 


teſto di zelo e di reverenza alle leggi lo avreb- 


ber difeſo. II grand” oggetto in tali caſi e la 
borſa, e non la vita delle Perſone. | 


3 quando gridate contro le leggi perchè ial 
no in conſeguenza * del giuramento d' una ba- 
e roncella e degli ſchiamazzi di quattro fur- 
Inti, vi domanderò qual regolamento mi- 
gliore potrebbe darſi di quello, che ſuppone 
vere le accuſe, carcera Paccuſato, e ſe dal pro- 
ceſſo vien conoſciuto innocente lo indennizza 


tanto quanto le circoſtanze permettono, e puniſce 


ſeveramente il calunniatore. 


Se. 0 miniſtro 1 gulli foſſe 6s 3 
non aſcoltar le accuſe quando crede che la ca- 
lurmia ſia patente, ſi aprirebbe la ſtrada alla 
corruzione, e voi non mi negherete che ſia 


molto minor male Peſſer ſoggetti agl' inconve- 


nienti che procedono dalla ſ-veriti o da qualche 
difetto delle leggi, che agli sbagh e alla malva- 


gita degl interpetratori delle medeſime, quando 


non foflero obbligati di ſeguitarle ad litteram. 
Anzi vo? dir di pit ; che ſebbene quei che pro- 
cedono direttamente dalla legge portaſſero die- 
ci gradi di. danno, e gli altri un ſolo, io mi ſog- 


getterei non oſtante pid volentieri ai primi; 


perche ſiecome le coſe per ſe ſteſſe non ſon nul- 


la, ſe non tanto quanto elle affliggono o ralle- 


grano pid o meno Panimo noſtro, cos} non ci & 
dubbio che molto pra ci tere un piccol 


danng 


„„ 

In the caſe too of Lord Bi you may reſt 
aſſured, that not even thoſe, who cried out as 
you ſay, Hang him! hang him!” wiſhed his 
death: I rather fancy, that if any one had, at- 
tempted to murder him, thoſe very perſons 
would, under the pretence of zeal or reverence 
for the laws, have been the firſt to defend him. 
In ſuch caſes, the great object is not the life 

but the purſe of the Party... - 

When then you exclaim againſt the laws, be- 
cauſe they proceed to act in conſequence of the 
_ © gath of a vile creature and the clamors of three 
or four intereſted incendiaries,” as you call them, 
IJ would fain aſk you what better regulation 
there could be eſtabliſhed than that which ſup- 
poſes true the accuſations ſworn to, impriſons 
the party accuſed, and, if on his tryal he ap- 
pears innocent, indemnifies him as much as the 
circumſtances will admit, and Fe the ca- 
lumniator ſeverelß? 

If it was left to the diſcretion. of a juſtice 
not to receive the accuſation, where it might 
apppear to him evidently calumnious, this 
might pave the way for corruption; and you 
cannot deny that the inconveniences which may 


ariſe from the ſeverity « of the laws, or from ſome 


defect in them, are a much leſs evil than thoſe 
which would ariſe from the miſtakes, or ini- 
quity of ſuch 1 interpreters of them, as ſhould be 
at liberty to depart from their literal ſenſe. 


I go even farther. Were the inconveniences 


proceeding directly from the letter of the laws 
ten times greater, than from an arbitrary in- 
terpretation of them, I would, nevertheleſs, 

chuſe a ſubjection to the firſt; becauſe, ſince 

things are. nothing in themſelves, but as they 
e | afflict, 
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danno che ci veniſſe dalla malvagità di un mi- 
niſtro di giuſtizia, di uno maggiore cauſatoci 
dalla {everita o dal difetto delle leggi eguali per 


= E in oltre da conſiderare che ſe la legge 
non foſſe cos) rigida e follecita nel proceder 
contro un? accuſato per protegger chiunque con 
ſuo giuramento fe le raccomanda, i ricchi e 
potenti come ſoſpetti di poter facilmente corrom- 
pere i miniſtri di giuſtizia ſarebbero in maggior 
pericolo. Il popolo perſuaſo che Mylord B— 
offe reo di quel delitto, ed eſſendo certo che la 


legge imparziale gli avrebbe fatto ſubire il dovu- 


to gaſtigo, non cercava d altro che d' impedirgli 
la fuga, e di metterlo nelle mani della gluſtizia. 
Ma ſe non ci foſſe la certezza di queſta impar- 
zialità e di queſto rigore allora il popolo penſe- 


rebbe a farſi giuſtizia da ſe con rovina d' ogni 


ordine civile, e in quel caſo Mylord B— 


avrebbe riſchiato di perder la vita, benche inno- 


cente di quanto è ſtato accuſato. 


Queſta legge poi tanto ſevera nel far dei 
paſſi contro un ſoſpetto reo per il ſemplice 
giuramento di qualſivoglia individuo, eſſen- 
do terribile contro i calunniatori fa s che 


di queſti inconvenienti ne ſuccedan molto di 


rado. Sono al contrario molto frequenti le 
calunnie in quei paeſi, dove al fine del pro- 
ceſſo il calunniatore non è punito, Pinno- 
cente non riceve il minimo riſarcimento, e 
dopo ſofferti diſturbi, incomodi, e ſpeſe, 2 
| 1555 "ThE 


afflict or rejoice, a ſmall damage cauſed to us 
by the iniquity of a judge, would, and. ought 
to grieve us more than a greater one occaſioned 
to us by the ſeverity or the defect of laws equal 
It is beſides to be conſidered, that, if the 
law. was not ſo. ngidly attentive to proceed 
againſt a party accuſed, in its intention of re- 
lief to whatever perſon has recourſe to it on 
oath, the rich and powerful, being obnoxious 
to the ſuſpicion of having it eafily in their 
power to corrupt the miniſters of juſtice, 
would be in ſtill greater danger. The people 
at once perſuaded” that Lord B— was guilty of 
the imputed crime, and withal affured, that 
the impartial law would inflict upon him the 
due puniſhment, ſought for nothing more than 
to hinder his eſcape, and to put him into the 
hands of juſtice; but without that certainty of 
the impartiality and inffexibility of the law, the 
people would proceed to do themſelves juſtice, 
to the deſtruction. of all civil order; and in fuck 
caſe Lord B would have run the rifk-of loſing 
his life, although innocent of the crime laid to 
o T oe 
This law too, ſo ſevere in its proceedings 
againſt the party accuſed on the bare oath of 
any individual, being withal terrible againſt 
calumniators, makes inconveniences of this 
kind very rare, On the contrary, falſe accu- 
ſations are very frequent in thoſe countries, 
where, on the iſſue of the tryal, the calumniator 
is not punifhed, nor dees the innocent party 
receiue the leaſt indemnification ; but after hav- 
ing ſuffered vexation, trouble, and expence, is 
to think himſelf well off, and much obliged to. 
Ee I, 
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che debba reſtare obbligato al Minden i fa 


| che chi à avuto abbia. 


Troppe coſe potrebbero 46 in ode + dell 


_ eſecuzione delle leggi criminali in queſto paeſe. 


Dico delb eſecuzione, perche le leggi ſarebbero 


buone per tutto, ſe non abuſaſſero del poter 
s dato loro Sli amminiſtratori delle mole. 4 


Non mi credete per altro s pieno d' An- 
glomania, che io non veda chiaramente che 
anche qui ci ſon degli abuſi, e che molte 
coſe potrebbero rettificarſi. Ma ſiccome ſa- 


rebbe temerità in me il pretender di fare al 
| cenſore e il legiſlatore ( perche molto più vaſte 


e pit profonde cognizioni delle mie fi richie- 


derebbero a cio) vo' proyarvcſs: e con un 1 fatto 
ſeguito a mio tempo. 


8 


Cinque bricconi con i loro giuramenti falſi 


avevan cauſata la morte di perſone innocenti. 


Voi ſapete che mai ſi è penſato ai rimedj ſe non 


dopo la malattia. Non avendo dunque i legiſlatori 
preveduto che il giuramento falſo poteſſe produr 


tanto male, non aveyan fatta la legge per punire a 
proporzione un si atroce delitto. Ft fatta al- 
lora ; ma i detti rei furon puniti a tenor della 


legge vecchia; e ſebbene ogn' individuo in par- 
— 58 e tutta la nazione in generale de ſideraſſe 


che poteſſero eſſer legalmente i impiccati e ſquar - 
tati, neſſuno avrebbe potuto neppur' idearſi che 
ſi doveſſero punire ſecondo una legge non an- 


cora eſiſtente quando commeſſero il delitto. 


Queſto delitto non abbaſtanza punito non fa 
d'alcun nocumento; tanto pin che ci fi rimedio 
* il Fururo's-1 ma farebbe * bens] di peſſimo 

8 . PT eſempio 8 


„ e 17% 
juſtice, that leaves him to. fit down with his 
loſs, or damage. %% „ 
It would carry me too far, were I to ſay all 
that could be ſaid in praiſe of the execution of 
the criminal laws in this country; I ſay of the 
execution, becauſe the laws would be good eve- 
2 where, if the executive power was not miſ- 
Do not. however imagine me ſo full of the 
Anglomania, that I do not clearly ſee that, 
even here, there are ſome abuſes, and that ma- 
ny things might be rectified; but as it would be 
at preſumption in me to play the cenſor or 
tegiſlator (for which much more extenfive and 
profound knowledge than mine is required) let 
me prove this propoſition to you by a fact, that 
has happened in my tine. 
Five villains (thief- catchers) had, by their 
falſe oaths, cauſed the death of ſome inno- 
cent perſons. — Remedies, you are ſenſible, 
are never thought of till after the diſeaſe. 
The legiſlators not having foreſeen that a 
falſe oath could produce ſo great an evil, had 
in conſequence provided no law for a puniſn- 
ment, adequate to fo atrocious a crime., Such 
law was then made: But thoſe criminals were pu- 
niſhed according to the tenor of the old one; 
and though every individual in particular, and 
the whole nation in general, would have been 


glad of their being legally hanged, drawn, 


and. quartered, yet no one would even have har- 
| boured the idea of their being to be puniſhed 


by an expoſt facto law. Their unadequate ſuf- 


ferings brought with it no miſchief, more eſpe- 
cially as it was the epocha of the remedy, but 
the precedent would have been pregnant A 
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| L 5 
eſempio che i giudici aveſſer potuto arbitrar ſul- 
la legge. 5 . 


Amico, ſo ancor' io P impreſſione che cer- 
te coſe fanno a prima viſta, ma ſi devon 
ben ponderare a ſangue freddo prima di giudi- 
carne, Biſogna in oltre ch'1o v* avverta d' un? altro 
grand *errore, in cui ſiete riguardo al fatto di 
quel ſignore. Vi maravigliate come. la nazione 
poſſa eſſer cos oſtinatamente prevenuta contro 
di lui. Me ne maraviglierei anch' io ſe foſſe 
vero, ma il caſo è molto diverſo. A quel cl 
io vedo voi formate 1 voſtri giudlzi a tenor di 
quel che leggete ſulle gazzette. Cattiva baſe 
per potervi fabbricar ſopra con qualche ſicurez- 
Za. Su i primi giorni la coſa fece gran romore, 

e molti veramente non ſapevan che dover cre- 
dere; ma la gente illuminata vedde chiaro quaſi 
ſubito, e in ogg! non ci ſara uno in cento che 
non ſia perſuaſo del vero. E tenete per certo 
che non ci è paeſe al mondo, dove le calunnie 
ſien pin ſeveramente punite, che in queſto (dove 
ognuno E perſuaſo, che qualunque gaſtigo e. 
1 troppo mite per iſceleraggini tanto pernicioſe) 
| 1 ſe pero la parte offeſa, preferendo ll ſuo comodo 
1 allo zelo che dovrebbe avere per la pubblica 
Wt | | ©... qujete, non condeſcende ad un' accomoda- 
mento, tanto deteſtabile quanto incoraggiſce la 


Ml © malizia e la furfanteria. 


| 1 Voi pero non ſapete tutte le ſventure che 2 

„ fofferto quel povero ſignore, il quale ſebbene 

| „ non © Ponor di conoſcere eſige da me la pit 
| tenera compaſſione. Di quelle che io vedo che 

nion ſapete ve ne vo! dir due, una pid deplorabile 

. dell altra, | | „ 
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the worſt of | conſequences, if the jud ges could 


have arbitrated upon the laws, or ſubſtituted 


their opinien g iti. | 
I too, my friend, am not unacquainted with 
there being things that make on us at firſt ſight 
a great impreſſion, but which require a cool deli- 
beration before we hazard a judgment upon them. 
There remains for me beſide to rectify a great 
miſtake you are under with regard to the ſitua- 
tion of that nobleman; You are ſurprized that the 
nation could be ſo obſtinately prepoſſeſſed 
againſt him; ſo ſhould I, if it was true, but 
the caſe is very different. By what I can ima- 
gine, you form your notion from what you 
read in the news- papers: A bad foundation to 
build an opinion upon. On the firſt days 
the thing made a great noiſe, and there were 
really many that did not know what to be- 
lieve, but even then perſons of penetration 
ſaw immediately into the nature of it, and, by 
this time there is not. one in a hundred that 
is not, perſuaded of. the truth. Be affured, 
that there is no country in the world where 
calumnies are more ſeverely puniſhed than 
in this (where the univerſal opinion is, that 
any puniſhment is too mild for fo pernicious 
a kind of guilt) if the party offended does. not, 
in preference of his own eaſe to the public 
_ Intereſt, condeſcend to a compoſition, ſo far 
culpable, as it tends to encourage malignancy 
and villainy, | ON 


But you perhaps do not know all the ſuffer- 
ing of that unfortunate Lord, who, though IL. 
have not the honour of knowing him, exacts 
from me the moſt tender compaſſion. I will 
acquaint you with two inſtances thereof, both 
extremely deplorable. | 
VN . His 
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Il ſuo portiere per eſſerſi oppoſto ad aleuni 


che volevano entrar per forza in caſa del ſuo 


padrone, ricevè un colpo, del quale ſento che ſia 
morto, ſecondo il giudizio di quel magiſtrato 
Viſpezione ſopra gli omicidj. Qual ri- 
brezzo per un padrone, che oltre la perdita 
d'un ſervo fedele refletta eſſer' egli morto in 
ſua difeſa per aver fatto il ſuo dovere ! 


che 


A 


a 


Una ſua figlia di 14 anni, dotata per quanto 
dicono di ottime qualita, da lui ſviſcerata- 
mente amata, veduta la ſollevazion del popolo, 
ſpaurita per il pericolo del padre che ella pure 
amava moltiſſimo, e vedutaſi da lui abbando-_ 
nata ſenza ſaper quel che ne foſſe, diede in con- 


vulſioni, e in tre giorni mori. 


Dura coſa! voi tornerete a dire, per la ſola 
ſappoſizione d'un delitto tanto improbabile. Di- 
telo pure; avete ragione; lo dico anch' io; e ſic- 
come ſon naturalmente portato a intereſſarmi 


anche per le perſone che non conoſeo, v'aſſicuro 


che nel tempo ſteſſo ch'io ve ne ſcrivo, la forza 


dell' immaginazione me ne fa tanto creſcer la 

ſenſazione, che me ne ſcoppia il cuore. Ma non 
per queſto dite 
ro paeſe I 


mai pid, Che leggi crudeli ! Barbe. 


Che colpa anno le leggi, e perche deve im- 


pautarſi tutto un popolo, fe quattro ſciaurati ſotto 
preteſto di zelo, per arrivare ai loro fim, ſenza 


la 


Fa}. 
His porter, in endeavouring to - oppoſe ſome 
who eee He into the houſe of his maſter, 
received a blow, to which, Iam told the coroner's 
inqueſt have given in their opinion, he owed - 
his death. What a ſhock muſt this be to a 
_ maſter, who, beſides the loſs of a faithful ſer- 
vant, has the afflition to conſider that it was 
in his defence, and for doing his duty, that he 
was murdered! ) A 
His lordſhip, had a daughter of about fours 
teen years of age, allowed by every one that 
knew her to be endowed with the moſt amiable 
qualities, ſupremely beloved by him : And who, 
on ſeeing the riſing of the people, and frighten- 
ed. at the danger of a father whom ſhe ten- 
derly loved; finding herſelf too left by him, 
without her knowing what was the matter, 
ſne fell into convulſive fits, and in three days 
died. W e 
Hard indeed! you will once more ſay, and 
all this on nothing more than the preſumption 
of ſo improbable a 'guilt! ſay fo ſtill, well 
you may. I ſay the ſame, and naturally in- 
clined, as I am, to take the part of the 
unfortunate, even though I do not perſonally 
know them, I can unaffectedly aſſure you, 
that at the inſtant I am writing this to you, 
the thoughts of ſuch a deep diſtreſs ſo quick- 
ens my feelings, that my heart bleeds at it. 
But ſtill do not return to your exclamations O 
cruel laws! O barbarous country! OT 
Wherein are the laws in fault, and why ſhould. 
it be imputed to a whole people, that four 
wretches, under pretence of zeal, and to obtain 
their ends, ſhould, unwarranted by _— | 
— 1 eaſt 
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la migima autorita legale, vanno violentemente 
alla caſa d'un ricco fignore, gli ammazzano il 
portiere, e cauſano altri mali? Biſogna che ſap- 
piate, che queſta vera tragedia ſucceſſe prima 
che la ragazza faceſſe quel giuramento che vi fa 


raccapricciare, e prima che ſeguiſſe veruno atto 
pubblico. Potreſte voi inventare un regola- 


mento che impediſſe agli uomini il dare sfogo 
alle loro sfrenate paſſioni ? Le leggi poſſon pu- 


nire, ma non impedire 1 delitti. E gl inconveni- 


enti eſſendo inevitabili in qualunque governo 
anche ſtabilito dal più ſavio e più giuſto 
legiſlatore, qualcheduno deve ſoffrirne il pe- 
fo; ed è diſgrazia di quel tale, come ſarebbe 


il danno che gli foſſe cauſato da un fulmine 


o da un terremoto. Finalmente per convalidare 


con autorità veneranda tutto eiò che ò det- 
to per dimoſtrare, che non ne vien ſempre in 


conſeguenza che ſi debba biaſimare un governo 
per qualche danno che ſoffra un' innocente, leg- 


gete il ſeguente periodo del Macchiavelli, giac- 


| che vedo che ve ne ſiete ſcordato. 


e Perche ſe ordinariamente un cittadino e 
ce oppreſſo (ancorche gli foſſe fatto torto) 


* ne ſeguita o poco o neſſun diſordine in la 


% repubblica ; perche l'eſecuzione (i fa ſenza for- 
<* ze private, e ſenza forze foreſtiere, che ſon 
quelle che rovinano il viver libero; ma ſi fa 


„ 


4 con forze e ordini pubblici, che anno termi- 


„ ni loro particolari, ne traſcendono a coſa 
che rovini la repubblica. ? ; i 


a 


Dovrei 


al 

leaſt legal 3 attempt a forcible entry 
into the houſe of a nobleman of great property, 
and murder his porter, befides other outrages? 
You are to know that this truly tragical act was 
committed before the woman had taken that 
oath which makes you ſhudder; conſequently 
before any warrant could be iſſued x oe 
Can you pretend to find out any regulation that 
will effectually reſtrain men's unbridled paſſions ? 
The laws may puniſh, but they cannot pre- 
vent crimes. Inconveniencies being, humanly 
ſpeaking, inevitable in any government whatſo- 
ever and however inſtituted by the wiſeſt and 
juſteſt legiſlature, the weight of them muſt fall 
on ſome one, and, in that caſe, his mis fortune is 
like the damage cauſed by a thunderbolt, or an 
earthquake. Finally, to corroborate by a re- 
ſpectable authority, all that I have ſaid to evince, 
that a government is not always to be blamed 
for what damage is ſuffered under it by an 
innocent perſon, let me recommend to you the 
_ peruſal of the following paſſage out of Ma- 
88 which I OF muſt have ſlipped your 
memory. 
&« And though, indeed, it may ſometimes 
happen, that a citizen may be unjuſtly pu- 
niſhed by the magiſtrates, yet the common- 
wealth would be but little, or not at all hurt 
by it; becauſe it is done neither by pri- 
vate violence, nor foreign aſſiſtance, which 
&« are the bane of liberty; but under the ſanc- 
*© tion of laws, and by public authority, which, 
* having their due bounds preſcribed them, 
«© cannot bring on the ruin of che communi- 
10 ry. 
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Dovrei chiedervi ſcuſa della lunghezza di 


queſta lettera, ma ſon perſuaſo che mi perdo- 
nerete facilmente ſapendo che il mio deſiderio, 


che vediate le coſe nel loro vero aſpetto, non puo 


proceder da altro, che dai veri ſentimenti d'ami- 


cixia e di ſtima, che 0, ed avrò ſempre per voi, 


! 


Voſtro, &c. 
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